COMMONWEALTH & RESTORATION

Christian poem, the central idea of which is, after all,
more Humanist than Puritan, a poem doctrinal to a
nation.

For Milton had tasted the sweets of the Renais-
sance poetry of Italy and England, and he accepted
and maintained the Renaissance ideal of a complete
development of human personality as the end of edu-
cation and life. Witness his early Latin Elegies and
those two ever delightful poems, VAllegro and II
Penseroso. My friend Professor Hanford will have it
that these poems were written at an earlier date than
I should be disposed to assign to them, because 'we
( may assume that after a year or so of aesthetic leisure
\ on his father's estate he would have felt the need of a
return to more serious and purposeful endeavour*. I
would not thus divide Milton. Two or more years
given to 'aesthetic leisure* alone, and deliberately,
would have been a demoralising experience. But I do
not myself feel that such poems, full of exquisite but
innocent delight in nature and art and life and study,
are a whit less deserving of the labour and apprecia-
tion of a serious mind than the didactic Comus or the
angry Lycidas^ beautiful as both these are. If Milton
thought so, that was the error of his age and party.
The body and the secular have their full rights as well
as the spiritual. The devil who is the mischievous
person is as capable of taking a spiritual as a fleshly
guise. Milton was perhaps a better man when he
awoke like Wordsworth

To hear the lark begin his flight,
And singing startle the dull night,

and to spend his days

In unreproved pleasures free,
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